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GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS

This Question-cum Answer (QCA) Booklet contains 56 pages. Immediately on receipt of the
booklet, please check that this QCA booklet does not have any misprint or torn or missing
pages or items, etc. If so, get it replaced by a fresh QCA booklet.

Candidates must read the instructions on this page and the following pages carefully before
attempting the paper.

Candidates should attempt the questions strictly in accordance with the instructions specified
in the question paper and in the space prescribed under each question in the booklet. Any
answer written outside the space allotted may not be given credit.

Question paper will be provided separately and can be taken by the candidates after conclusion
of the exam.
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IMPORTANT INSTRUCTIONS

CANDIDATES SHOULD READ THE UNDERMENTIONED INSTRUCTIONS
CAREFULLY. VIOLATION OF ANY OF THE INSTRUCTIONS MAY LEAD TO PENALTY.

DONT'S

1. Do not write your name or registration no. anywhere inside this Question-cum-Answer
Booklet.

2. Do not write anything other than the actual answers to the questions anywhere inside
your QCA Booklet.

3. Do not tear off any leaves from your QCA Booklet, if you find any page missing do
not fail to notify the supervisor/invigilator.

4. Do not leave behind your QCA Booklet on your table unattended, it should be handed
over to the invigilator after conclusion of the exam.

DO's - _

1. Read the Instructions on the cover page and strictly follow them.

2. Write your registration number and other particulars, in the space provided on the cover
of QCA Booklet.

3. Write legibly and neatly. Do not write in bad/illegible handwritings.

4, For rough notes or calculation, the last two blank pages of this booklet should be used. The
rough notes should be crossed through afterwards.

5. If you wish to cancel any work, draw your pen through it or write "Cancelled" across it,
otherwise it may be evaluated.

6. Handover your QCA Booklet personally to the invigilator before leaving the examination

hall.
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There is a need to resolve the ambiguity in the disqualification provisions under section 8 of the
Representation of People Act 1951, Discuss. | (Answerin 150 words) 10 marks,
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Q.2
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Constitution is a mere skeleton whereas constitutionalism is the Lau] of demoeracy. Discuss. |
| (Answer in 150 words) 10 marks.
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“Electoral bongs are a double-edged sword, providing anonymity to donors while raising concerns

about transparency in political funding.” To what extent have electoral bonds 1s further legitimized opacity

in electoral funding? | (Answer in 150 words) 10 marks.
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The question of gender equality is central to the debate on Unif m'm Civil Code. In this light what are the
challenges in reconciling UCC with gender equality as mshrlnfd in the constitution?

—_— | (Answer in 150 words) 10 marks.
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Q.5
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‘The Governor's office is neither decorative nor inconsequential

it assumes a constitutional role of

profound essence” To what extent does the Governor, actively contribute to the governance of a state and

reinforce the principles of federalism in the country?

| (Answer in 150 words) 10 marks.
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Recently demand has been rising in a state regarding the enactment of Social Accountability Law, How

such a law can lead to good governance and boost citizens’ particip'ntiun in decision-making. Comment.
| (Answer in 150 words) 10 marks.
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Q.7
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Thete is a need for convergence of ‘nutrition-specific’ and "nutriti nn—lmsitive’ interventions to effectively
tackle child undernutrition in India. Examine. I {(Answer in 150 words) 10 marks.
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Q.8
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“MGNREGA, the lynchpin of rural poverty alleviation, has become the victim of fiscal apathy.” Critically
analyze the statement in light of recent developments. ' (Answer in 150 words) 10 marks.
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“India must leverage, if not manage, the EIuhal divides”. How can the current geopoli tical churn pave
the way for India’s rise to the global high table? {Answer in 150 words) 10 marks.
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“Berlincan be India’s gateway to the European Union.” Elaborate with respect to Germany’s significance

in India’s relationship with the E1J, | (Answer in 150 wmas} 1!:1 marks.
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How has the Anti-Defection Law impacted the relationship reen political parties and individual
legislators in India? In light of the recent incidents also discuss the unintended consequences it has on
the functioning of democracy in India. (Answer in 250 words) 15 marks.
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Critics assert that limitless judicial authority rests on the structural ambiguity of the basic structure
doctrine. Has the elastic nature of the basic structure doctrine made the judiciary more powerful than the
eh_-:pei::.:ﬁve? {Answer in 250 words) 15 marks.
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Q.13
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Fundamental rights are not gifts bestowed upon by the state rather an individual possesses them

independently of the state. In this context discuss the desirability of reasonable restrictions on various
fundamental rjghts. T {Answer in 250 words) 15 marks.
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‘S.R. Bommai v. Union of India signified a pagadigm shift in the judicial interpretation of the union’s
authority to assume control of a state’s administration.” In this context discuss the significance and
impact of the fjudgement on cementing the federal structure. {Answer in 250 words) 15 marks.
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Thekey to effective decentralization is, 'political decentralization fhuuld follow finance and functional

—

decentralization'. Discuss in the context of impediments faced by |ocal povernance in India,
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Multi-stakeholder partnerships are the key to leveraging collective expertise and networks. How can
effective partnership and localized implementation efforts be fostered to accelerate the achievement of
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) in India? {Answer in 250 words) 15 marks.
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How has the implementation of the POSH _Act resulted jn limj d success in raising awareness about

sexual harassment, and what factors have hindered its effective autreach to women employed in the

unorganized sector? Propose strategies to bridge Lhis gap and er’sure comprehensive proteciion for

women in the unorganized sector against workplace harassment. | (Answer in 250 words) 15 marks.
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‘Neo-liberal reforms and globalization have deeply transformed the instilutions of the welfare state and

set the ground for a new type of civil services.” [n this context examine the challenges faced in service
delivery and suggest adequate reforms. {Answer in 250 words) 15 marks.
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China views India as its “ Asian Rival” with an innate ability to c:rumer its hegemonistic gnalef in Asia.

Despite these difficulties in India-China relations, there are also many areas of convergence. Discuss.
| (Answer in 250 words) 15 marks.
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Indo -Pacific region in recent limes has emerged as a zone of diverging interests and priorities. Discuss.

Do you think the Global Security Initiative will supersede QUAD in the region?
{Answer in 250 words) 15 marks.
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