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•	 Literary Work of Kabir: Some of the great writings of the 

Kabir Das are Bijak, Kabir Granthawali, Anurag Sagar, Sakhi 

Granth, etc.

Legacy:
•	 Kabir’s own humble origins and his radical message of 

egalitarianism fostered a community of his followers called 

the Kabir Panth.

•	 A sect in northern and central India, many of their members 

are from the Dalit community. 

•	 Today, the sect exists as a large and distinct community, with 

various sects under different spiritual leaders. However, all 

regard Kabir as their guru and treat the Bijak as their holy 

scripture.

•	 The Bijak contains works attributed to Kabir and is argued by 

historians to have been written in the 17th century.

•	 Today, most of the followers continue to reject idol worship 

and are discouraged from praying at Hindu temples, 

according to the historian David Lorenzen.

•	 The main festival of most branches is Kabir Jayanti, the 

birthday of Kabir which is celebrated every summer with 

collective feasts at the maths.

BABA BANDA SINGH BAHADUR

Martyrdom day of Baba Banda Singh Bahadur was 
celebrated on 25th June, 2022.

About:
•	 Martyrdom Day of Baba Banda Singh Bahadur was celebrated 

at Shahidi Sthal, Shri Guru Singh Sabha Gurudwara, Mehrauli, 

New Delhi.

About Baba Banda Singh Bahadur:
Childhood and early life:

•	 He was born on Kartik Sudi 27th of October, 1670 at Rajouri 

in the Punchh district of western Kashmir and in childhood, 

he was known as Lachhman Dev.

•	 In his youth, he was very energetic and had developed 

hobbies of wrestling, horse riding, shooting and hunting.

•	 After a hunting incident, he changed his outlook on life. He 

left his home and became a recluse. Soon, he met a Bairagi 

Sadhu, Janaki Das and became his disciple and was named 

as Madho Das by his teacher.

•	 He travelled through Northern India in the company of the 

Sadhus and eventually settled in Nanded (in present-day 

Maharashtra) in central India which is situated on the bank of 

the river Godavari.

Meeting with Guru Gobind Singh:

•	 In September 1708, Guru Gobind Singh had come to the 
Deccan along with the Mughal Emperor, Bahadur Shah.

•	 He met Madho Das and encouraged him to give up his 
recluse lifestyle and the lonely way of living.

•	 Guru Govind Singh asked him to resume the duties of a true 
warrior to fight for righteousness and justice before God.

Issues with Mughals:

•	 Guru Gobind Singh had hoped that Emperor Bahadur Shah 
would fulfill his promise and do justice in the Punjab.

•	 He expected the emperor to punish the Governor of Sirhind, 
Nawab Wazir Khan for crimes against the common people 
including the deaths of the Guru’s mother, Mata Gujri and his 
two younger sons, Sahibzada Zorawar Singh and Sahibzada 
Fateh Singh.

•	 But after the reluctance of the emperor, the Guru deputed 
Madho Das Bairagi under the leadership of five Sikhs, to end 
Mughal persecution of innocents in Punjab.

•	 Guru Gobind Singh held a darbar and on 3 September 1708 
and baptised Madho Das with Khanda di pahal and conferred 
on him the title of Banda Singh.

•	 He appointed him as his military lieutenant and entrusted 
him with full political and military authority as his deputy to 
lead the Punjab campaign against the exploitative Mughal 
administration and to punish Nawab Wazir Khan and his 
accomplices.

•	 Banda Singh Bahadur was offered five gold tipped arrows 
and a nagara (drum) as symbols of authority. He was also 
given an advisory council of five devoted Sikhs (Hazuri 
Singhs), who would assure the Sikhs in Punjab that he was 
the Guru’s nominee and deputy.

•	 He was authorized to organize people under his leadership, 
in order to lead an expedition against Sirhind.

Achievements of Baba Banda Singh Bahadur:
•	 He was a great Sikh warrior and a commander of the Khalsa 

army. He defeated the Mughals and liberated a large part of 
North India from oppressive Mughal rule and established the 
Khalsa rule in Punjab.

•	 He abolished the Zamindari system and granted property 
rights to the tillers of the land, as Sikhs were mostly from the 
agricultural classes.

•	 He was a Noble ruler who introduced the Nanak Shahi coins. 

•	 He promoted the fire of independence ignited by Guru 
Gobind Singh. He created a will in the ordinary masses to 
resist tyranny and to live and die for a common or national 
cause.

•	 He was captured by Mughal ruler Farrukhsiyar and his martyrdom 

took place in Mehrauli where a monument stands in his memory.
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ARCHAEOLOGICAL EXCAVATIONS IN DUM 
DUM

Recently, the excavations were carried out by the Kolkata 
Circle of the Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) at a 
mound outside Clive House.

Findings at the excavation site:
•	 The new finds include 12 cultural layers of habitations over 

virgin soil.

•	 Various types of potteries belonging to various periods (Gupta, 
post-Gupta, Kushan, Islamic, early medieval, medieval)

•	 Coins including some with punch marks and some of copper 
and broken parts of terracotta figurines

•	 Copper antiquities such as hairpin and iron nail; fish hooks, 
stone beads etc.

Importance/ Significance of the findings
•	 First century CE: Archaeological excavations in Dum Dum 

dating back as far as the first century CE have provided 
further evidence of human habitation in Kolkata from centuries 
before the time British administrator Job Charnock was said 
to have founded the city.

•	 History before colonial era: There is definitely a history of this 
place which predates the colonial era.

	 	Even before the zamindari of Sabarna Roy Choudhury 
and others, the place had settlements.

•	 Human settlement: It indicates that there was human settlement 
in this area dating back to first and second centuries CE.

•	 Clive House: which itself stands on a mound, is one of the 
oldest buildings in Kolkata.

	 	It is named after Robert Clive, the first British Governor of 
Bengal Presidency, who used it as a country house.

•	 Pre-Mauryan to the Pala periods: It is close to a site called 
Chandraketugarh, where excavations in the 1950s and 1960s 
revealed an almost continuous sequence of habitations from 
six periods from the pre-Mauryan to the Pala periods.

•	 Evidence of floods: The recent excavations at the mound have 
given us evidence of floods with layers of soil deposits we can 
be sure that there was some kind of continuous settlement.

JOB CHARNOCK

•	 He worked for the East India Company.

•	 He has historically been credited with founding the city 
in 1690 when the Company was consolidating its trade 
business in Bengal.

•	 The date of Charnock’s arrival in the city (August 24) was 
considered Kolkata’s birthday.

Controversy
•	 Calcutta High Court: The view about Charnock being the founder 

was challenged and in 2003, Calcutta High Court declared that 
Charnock ought not to be regarded as the founder.

	 	It ordered the government to purge his name from all 
textbooks and official documents containing the history of 
the city’s founding.

•	 Report from an academic committee: The court found that a highly 
civilised society and an important trading centre had existed on 
the site long before Charnock established his settlement.

•	 Kalikatah: The committee found that a place called Kalikatah 
was an important religious centre adjacent to Kalighat village 
with its Kali temple.

	 	The site is mentioned in Bipradas Pipilai’s Manasa 
Mangala (1495) and Abul Fazl’s Ain-I-Akbari (1596).

THE SANT TUKARAM TEMPLE

Recently, the Prime Minister inaugurated the Sant Tukaram 
Shila Mandir in the temple town of Dehu in Pune district.

The Shila Mandir
•	 Shila refers to a rock that is currently on the Dehu Sansthan 

temple premises. 

•	 It has been the starting point of Wari, the annual pilgrimage to 
Pandharpur for centuries. 

•	 The Bhakti saint Sant Tukaram had sat on this piece of rock for 
13 continuous days when challenged about the authenticity 
of the Abhyangs he had written.

•	 The very rock where Sant Tukaram Maharaj sat for 13 days is 
pious and a place of pilgrimage for the Warkari sect.

	 	Sant Tukaram and his work are central to the Warkari sect 
spread across Maharashtra.

Wakari Sect
•	 Warkari/Varkari is a school of Bhakti based on Bhagavata 

Dharma, the main deity worshipped being Vithoba or Vitthal.

•	 It is geographically associated with the Indian states of 
Maharashtra and northern Karnataka.

•	 In the Marathi language of Maharashtra, vari  means ‘pilgrimage’ 
and a pilgrim is called a varkari. Every year, Varkari walks 
hundreds of miles to the holy town of Pandharpur, gathering 
there on ekadashi (the 11th day) of the Hindu lunar calendar 
month of Aashaadha. Another pilgrimage is celebrated on the 
ekadashi of the month of Kartik.

•	 Varkaris worship Vithoba (also known as Vitthal), the presiding 
deity of Pandharpur.

•	 Vithoba is a form of Krishna, an avatar (incarnation) of Vishnu. 
Because of this association with Vishnu, Varkari is a branch of 
Vaishnavism.
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•	 The teachers responsible for establishing and supporting the 

movement through its history include Dnyaneshwar, Namdev, 

Tukaram, Chokhamela.

About Sant Tukaram:
•	 He was a prominent Maharashtrian saint and religious poet.

•	 He was born in Dehu, a town close to Pune in 17th century CE 

and lived there for most of his life.

•	 Tukaram was a devotee of Lord Vittala (or Vithoba) an 

incarnation of Lord Krishna, who in turn, is considered to be 

an incarnation of Lord Vishnu.

•	 He is quite renowned for his contribution to the Bhakti 

Movement of Maharashtra.

•	 Like Namdev, Janabai, and Eknath, Tukaram wrote in archaic 

Marathi a large number of devotional poems identified in 

Marathi as abhang.

•	 A collection of 4,500 abhang known as the Gatha is attributed 

to Tukaram. 

•	 It is believed that he was a contemporary of Shivaji Maharaj.

•	 Tukaram puts bhakti at the centre of his spiritual life.

•	 Statement of his philosophy of religion: “God has no form, nor 

any name, nor any place where he can be seen; but wherever 

you go, you see God.”

•	 Tukaram embraced male and female disciples and devotees 

alike.

•	 Tukaram’s psychology, theology, and theodicy are never 

systematic.

	 	He alternates between a Dvaitist [Vedanta] and an Advaitist 

view of God and the cosmos, leaning now toward a 

pantheistic system of things and now toward a specifically 

providential one, and he does not harmonise them.

•	 Social movement: He preached about a society without caste 

and turned away from rituals, which led to a social movement.

•	 Wari pilgrimage: Sant Tukaram is credited with starting the 

Wari pilgrimage where devotees of Lord Vitohba, an avatar 

of Lord Vishnu, walk 250 kilometres from Dehu (also the 

birthplace of the saint) to the Shri Vitthal-Rukmini Mandir in 

Pandharpur over 21 days.

PATTACHITRA PAINTING

Recently, the Chief Minister of Odisha gifted the Pattachitra 
painting to Pope Francis in Vatican City.

About:
•	 Origin: This form of art is closely related to the cult of Shri 

Jagannath and the temple traditions in Puri. It is believed to 
have originated as early as the 12th century.

•	 Region: The art is based in the eastern Indian states of 
Odisha, West Bengal and parts of Bangladesh.   People in 
Odisha practice this art to this day.

•	 Etymology: It is a Sanskrit word. When broken down into 
its two parts, Patta means cloth, and Chitra means picture. 
Hence, Pattachitra is a picture painted on a piece of cloth.

•	 Painting process: Traditionally the painters are known as 
chitrakars. Chitrakars follow a traditional process of preparing 
the canvas.

	 	A gauze-like fine cotton cloth is coated with white stone 
powder and gum made out of tamarind seeds. 

	 	This makes the canvass ready to accept the paint, made 
of natural colors. 

	 	The gum of the kaitha tree is the chief ingredient, used as 
a base for making different pigments by adding available 
raw materials.

	 	Following completion of a painting, the canvas is held 
over a charcoal fire and lacquer is applied to the surface.

	 	In recent days Chitrakars have also painted on palm 
leaves and Tussar silk and have created wall hangings 
and showpieces.

Significant features of the Pattachitra Paintings:
•	 Pattachitra is predominantly icon painting. 

•	 A floral border is a must around the paintings, and so is the 
use of natural colors. 

•	 The paintings are executed primarily in profile with elongated 
eyes.Generally, there are no landscapes, perspectives, and 
distant views.

•	 The dress style has Mughal influences.

•	 Some of the popular themes of this religious art are:
	 	The Badhia (a depiction of the temple of Jagannath); 

	 	Different “Vesas” of Shri Jagannath, Balabhadra and 
Subhadra.

	 	Krishna Lila (an enactment of Jagannath as Lord Krishna 
displaying his powers as a child); 

	 	Dasabatara Patti (the ten incarnations of Lord Vishnu); 
and Panchamukhi (a depiction of Lord Ganesh as a five-
headed deity).NEXT IA
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HANS ISLAND

Recently, Denmark and Canada have decided to share 
the tiny uninhabited Hans Island after almost decades of 
conflict over it.

About:
•	 Location:

	 	It is in the center of the Kennedy Channel of Nares Strait.

•	 Geological Features:

	 	It is a small, uninhabited, barren, lifeless little knoll.

	 	The exposed portion of Hans Island consists of 195 m 

(640 ft) of Silurian limestone.

	 	 	The Silurian Period, in geologic time, is the third period 

of the Paleozoic Era.

	 	Hans Island is the smallest of three islands in Kennedy 
Channel: 

	 		 The others are Franklin Island and Crozier Island.

	 	Nares Strait—

	 	 	This strait separates Ellesmere Island from northern 

Greenland and connects Baffin Bay with the Lincoln 

Sea.

•	 The island is named after Hans Hendrik, an Arctic traveler and 

translator (1853 to 1876).

LA REUNION ISLAND

Recently, the navies of India and France concluded their 
second joint patrolling in the South-Western Indian Ocean 
(La Reunion Island).

About:
•	 Location:
	 	It is an island in the Indian Ocean that is an overseas 

department and region of France.
	 	Réunion also holds the status of a region of France and is 

an integral part of the French Republic.
	 	Réunion is an outermost region of the European Union and 

is part of the eurozone.

•	 Borders: It is located approximately 950km east of the island of 
Madagascar and 175 km southwest of the island of Mauritius.

PLACES IN NEWS
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TAJIKISTAN

A fully-fledged 50-bedded hospital “India-Tajikistan 
Friendship Hospital (ITFH)” was recently handed over to the 
government of Tajikistan.

About:
•	 Political Boundaries: It is a landlocked country in Central 

Asia. It is separated narrowly from Pakistan by Afghanistan’s 
Wakhan Corridor.

	 	North: Kyrgyzstan

	 	East: China

	 	South: Afghanistan

	 	West: Uzbekistan

•	 Capital: Dushanbe

Geographical Features:
•	 It is covered by mountains of the Pamir range.
	 	Pamir Mountains:
	 	 	It is a mountain range between Central Asia, South 

Asia, and East Asia.

	 	 	It is located at a junction with other notable mountains, 
namely the Tian Shan, Karakoram, Kunlun, Hindu Kush, 
and the Himalayas mountain ranges. They are among 
the world’s highest mountains.

KATCHATHEEVU ISLAND

Recently the Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu demanded the 
retrieval of Katchatheevu island in India.

About:
•	 Location:
	 	It is a small uninhabited island in Palk Strait, that connects 

the Bay of Bengal to the Arabian Sea.

	 	It is located between Neduntheevu, Sri Lanka, and 
Rameswaram, India.

•	 History:

	 	It is a disputed territory between Sri Lanka and India, 

claimed until 1976 by India, and administered by Sri 

Lanka at the moment.

	 	In 1974, the then Prime Minister Indira Gandhi signed four 

Maritime Boundary Agreements between 1974-76 with her 

counterpart Srimavo Bandaranaike, Sri Lankan President, 

and ceded Katchatheevu Island to Sri Lanka.

	 	But, the Tamil Nadu government refuses to accept this 

agreement and demands retrieval of the island from Sri 

Lanka.

	 	According to the agreement between the Indian and 

Sri Lankan governments, the citizens of India are not 

required to possess an Indian passport or Sri Lankan visa 

for visiting Kachchatheevu.

BARACK VALLEY

Recently, the overflowing of river Barak has led to a massive 
flood in the Barack valley of Assam.

About:
•	 The valley is located in the southern region of the Indian state 

of Assam.

•	 The region is named after the Barak river.

•	 The Barak valley consists of three administrative districts of 

Assam - namely Cachar, Karimganj, and Hailakandi.

Geographical Features:
•	 The main city of the valley is Silchar.

•	 Barail is the only wildlife sanctuary in the Barak valley region.
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•	 The Patharia hills reserve forest of Karimganj is the habitat of 
many mammals.

•	 Barack River system:
	 	The Katakhal, Jiri, Chiri, Modhura, Longai, Sonai, Rukni, 

and Singla are the main tributaries of the river.

	 	The tributaries are mainly rainfed and cause flood 
problems when precipitation occurs.

	 	The Barak sub-basin drains areas in India, Bangladesh 
and Myanmar.

NECHIPHU TUNNEL

Recently, excavation work of Nechiphu tunnel in Arunachal 
Pradesh was completed. It has been excavated under 
‘Project Vartak’.

About:
•	 It is located on the Balipara-Charduar-Tawang (BCT) Road in 

West Kameng District.

•	 It will connect: Balipara in Assam to Tawang in Arunachal 
Pradesh.

•	 Characteristics: It is a unique D-shaped, Single Tube Double 
Lane Tunnel.

•	 Significance:
	 	It will bypass the extreme foggy conditions around the 

Nechiphu Pass, this tunnel was planned.

	 	It will also cut down the travel time of military vehicles 
moving towards forward base near China.
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